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Russia and were subsequently driven by nomadic invaders
into the hills where they now live. There are also about
10,000 Germans in the Caucasus, the descendants of members
of religious sects which left Germany in the seventeenth
century.

The Turkic and Mongol peoples came originally from the
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north-east, across the Caspian Sea. The inhabitants of Azer-
baijan form the largest Turkic group (3,300,000), while the
Mongols are represented by the Kalmucks, who dwell in the
Pre-Caspian dry steppe country.
From the time when Caucasian unity was destroyed by
the Tartar invasion until the establishment of the Soviet
regime there was constant bloodshed and strife, brought
about both by attempted domination from outside and by
bitter fighting amongst Jhe various national groups.
The Armenians in particular suffered terribly from the
policy of "Anti-Armenianism" introduced during the period